Opening Words

The Swedish Chambers have been coo-
perating with Sida to promote trade from
DAC - countries since the middle of 1990.
Together with BSOs, embassies in Sweden
and abroad, companies of all sizes and in all
sectors over the world we have been wor-
king towards the same goal; reduce poverty
through trade promotion.

2009-2011, the
between the Chambers and Sida has been

Between cooperation
a project of a public procurement. The agre-
ement will end this year and | take this opp-
ortunity to thank you all for your support
and cooperation. | am glad to be able to tell
you that Sida will continue to support the
kind of trade promotion projects that the
Swedish Chambers have been carried out
over the years. We have had many sugges-
tions on how to organise trade promotion in
order to reach even greater achievements.
These are mainly based on assessments but
also on experience sharing from many of
you reading this newsletter. And | am happy
to tell you that Sida really has listened to us.

Let us hope for a great trade promotion pro-
ject from 2012.

Lina Aurell
Swedish Chambers of Commerce
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Current topics
— Innovations against poverty

40 diplomats had their breakfast at the products, services and market systems that be-
Stockholm Chamber of Commerce on Oc- nefit people living in poverty, rather than hel-
tober 4 while listening to Ruth Brannvall ping a single company to do better business.
present the Innovations Against Poverty One of the diplomats expressed:
programme.

- This initative fits very well with the priorities in
The Innovations Against Poverty is a new my government. | will disseminate to local entre-
Sida programme with the aim to chal- prenuers and entreprenuers wanting to do busi-
lenge the private sector to develop pro- nessin my country.
ducts, services and business models that
can contribute to the fight against po- Another diplomat expressed the importance of
verty and climate change. The objective knowing about and how to use tools that can
is to serve as a catalyst in order to develop lead to development and economic growth.

Greetings from the Ambassador of
Zambia, Ms Anne Luzongo Mtamboh

The Embassy of the Republic of Zambia has participated in most of the activities organised by
the Swedish Chambers of Commerce, such as, the CleanTech Conference in Harnésand and
industrial visits to Norrkoping and Linkdping.

There is need to present the positive image of modern Africa in Sweden. Therefore, activities
such as those by the Chambers of Commerce are crucial in acheaving this objective. This is
particularly important if we are to encourage the Swedish private sector to invest in Africa.
Traditionally, Sweden has been instrumental in fighting poverty in Africa through development
assistance. However, with the improving business conditions in Africa, private sector - private
sector cooperation needs to be enhanced and organisations such as the Swedish Chambers of
Commerce will play a crucial role.
Anne Luzongo Mtamboh (Ms.)
AMBASSADOR OF THE REPUBLIC OF ZAMBIA
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Business Delegation from Vietnam visiting Norway
Hanoi Women Association of Small and Medium Enterprises

The business delegation from Hanoi Women Association of Small and
Medium Enterprises (HAWASME) visited Oslo September 21-22 on their
promotion trip through the Nordic countries. The Nordic tour was organi-
sed by the Embassy of Vietnam, Trade Office in Stockholm, initiating new
matches between Vietnamese and Nordic businesses.

The delegation consisted of a wide variety of industries, i.e. tourism,
health care, wood processing industry, jewellery, packaging and textile.
Ms. Vibeke H. Madsen, CEO of Virke, The Federation of Norwegian Enter-
prises, welcomed the delegation to Norway and to Virke, followed by a
presentation of the Norwegian market, main trading partners and con-
sumer and buyers preferences when choosing products/
services and partner businesses.

The businesses had matching meetings at Virke, with
presentations of product ranges, and visited Norwe-
gian business. The meetings constituted several pos-
sible matches; a tailor made tour programme will be
developed for the Norwegian Tour operator, for wo-
men to go to Hanoi and the surroundings, inclu-
ding special events and activities, encouraging ex-
change between Vietnamese and Norwegian women.

Further, the private Vietnamese health care company discussed the pos-
sibilities of sending Vietnamese staff to Norway for training.

The wood processing company in the industrial sector met the largest
dealer in the Norwegian market of wood processing machines. The ex-
port prices seemed reasonable, however, calculations of transportation
as well as the import tax in Vietnam for these machines must be obtai-
ned first. The imported machines would be distributed locally by the

importer.

Opening session at Virke.

Finnpartnership promoted its

Finnpartnership organised a side-event seminar to the GreenBiz 2011
Conference on September 16, 2011 in Ho Chi Minh City. The seminar
was organised together with Energy and Environment Partnership Pro-
gram for Mekong region — EEP Mekong, Innovation Partnership Pro-
gramme, the Embassy of Finland in Hanoi and Finpro.

services in Vietham

nancing sources. Finpro presented Finnish cleantech expertise, in order
to address the environmental problems in Vietnam. In the presentation
of the Embassy of Finland it was emphasised that trade promotion ac-
tivities are one of their priorities and the Embassy is ready to facilitate
partnerships between Finnish and Vietnamese companies.

The seminar provided the local private sector and business facilitators
a useful opportunity to learn about Finnish business environment and
the instruments supporting the private sector. Finnpartnership intro-
duced its programme and the Matchmaking facility. With the help of
the Matchmaking service Viethamese companies can, free of charge,
seek out new opportunities for cooperation and business partners

from Finland.

Basic facts on the advantages of Finland as a target market as well as
the strengths, expertise and innovative solutions of Finland’s clean
technologies were presented in the seminar. Financing opportunities
provided by EEP Mekong and Innovation Partnership Programme, as
well as Finnish concessional credits were introduced. These supports
are expected to create a better access of the local private sector to fi-

Footwear and Parts

The market brief Footwear and Parts have been updated recently.
The report covers the footwear industry in Sweden and will supply you
with brief insight to neighbouring trades.

It covers the market characteristics such as market size, domestic pro-
duction and exports as well as imports. Furthermore it includes infor-
mation on the Swedish consumer, distribution channels and market
players together with trade regulations and requirements, pricing and
mark- ups.

It is easy to download from the website www.swedishchambers.se
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Launching Formission, Africa range in Scandinavia!

The launching of Formission, Africa range is taking place in Stockholm, Sweden, in the fall sales period, starting on Octo-
ber 12. During the one month sales period, more than 220 customers from Sweden are estimated to visit the showroom.

All customers get a personal presentation of the collection and the story
behind it. Further, a presentation of Trends for Spring 2012 is held eve-
ryday at lunchtime. A number of customers have always had an interest
in the brand Formission, and some are still asking for some of the Viet-
namese products! From the present range from Africa, the first batch of
scarves from Ethiopia are soon out of stock, says Anne-Marie Wallen-
stam, CEO at Ceannis AB.

On November 22 there will be a press showing, with more than 250
journalists, blog writers, stylists, etc. invited. Several of the Formission

Formission baskets from Uganda

products have already been lent to journalist and stylists to be part of
editorial articles and presented on “Product News” page. For instance
has Dan Gordon, at the Swedish monthly magazine Skéna Hem, written

about the Formission baskets in the latest edition.

Formission scarves from Ethiopia

Finnpartnership introduced its Matchmaking service
for companies in Kazakhstan

Kazakhstan has been the new key focus country of Finnpartnership
since the beginning of 2011. Finnpartnership visited Kazakhstan
in September and organised a seminar on “Best Practices and New
Technologies in the Water Sector”in Astana. The seminar was organi-
sed together with the Finnish Water Forum, the Embassy of Finland
in Astana, Cleantech Finland and Finpro. The seminar was organised
in conjunction with the "Environment for Europe” conference in As-
tana on September 21-23. Minister of the Environment Ville Niinisto,
together with Finnish companies took part in the seminar, which was
organised in response to Kazakhstan's efforts to provide clean water

for its citizens.

Minister Niinisté opened the seminar with welcoming words, follo-
wing the opening words by Mr. T. M. Zeinullin, General Director of

Kazhydromet. Finnish companies, in the field of water supply and
waste water treatment, had an opportunity to present their projects
during the seminar. Also the Finnish Hydro-meteorological monito-

ring systems were presented.

Finnpartnership introduced the opportunities for cooperation with
Finnish companies and its Matchmaking service for Kazakh compa-
nies. Finnpartnership’s Matchmaking facility assists Kazakh compa-
nies in finding business partners from Finland. Many Kazakh compa-
nies as well as the representatives of government present during the
seminar were interested in the cooperation possibilities and instru-
ments provided for the private sector.
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Chamber Academy visits East Sweden

On Tuesday September 6 more than 40 diplomats representing 30 countries visited
Linkoping and Norrkdping. The visit was arranged by the Chamber of Commerce
of East Sweden, with the aim of showing how the region has moved from the “past
to the future”. With this theme in mind, an extensive programme was carried out
showing the regions development from an industrial society to a high technological
region.

- We see a great value in showing off our region and our businesses and are of course very proud of the
large interest to take partin this trip. We feel confident that this visit will lead to new business and growth

for the companies in our region, says Camilla Lejon, CEO at Chamber of Commerce of East Sweden.
Visits were made to SAAB AB, Mjardevi Science Park, Sectra and LEAD incubator.

The participating diplomats all expressed that they had gained knowledge and an extended network.

One representative said:
- Everyone who participated was impressed. Personally | found all the sites visited relevant and inte-

resting.

The study visit was arranged within the framework of Chamber Academy - the Swedish Chambers mee-

ting place for business, contacts and competence.

New name and rebranding of HSH to Virke

HSH, The Federation of Norwegian Commercial and Service Enterprises, changed its name September
28. It will now be called Virke, The Federation of Norwegian Enterprises. With over 15 000 member bu-
sinesses, Norway's fastest growing industry federation strives for business life that works. The name Vir-
ke, comes from the Norse word “virki", spoken in Scandinavia in the past, especially by the Vikings, with

meanings; 1: have effect on or function, influence, 2; occupation, work, business.

- We are changing our name because Norwegian working life itself is changing. There has been a
shift in what companies expect in return for their membership fee and organisational affiliation;
Norwegian employers require a federation that is adapted to today’s needs. It is a bold move to rename
ourselves Virke, but we are ready to show our impact, said Virke's CEO, Vibeke Madsen.

" ViRKE (2
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Swedish Chambers of Commerce Virke - Federation of Norwegian
P.O. Box 16050

SE-103 21 Stockholm
Telephone: +46 8 555 100 00

E-mail: info@chambertrade.com

P.O.Box 413
FI-00023 Government

Enterprises

P.O. Box 2900, Solli

NO-0230 Oslo

Telephone: + 47 22 54 17 00

E-mail: info@virke.no

E-mail:kpo-20@formin.fi
www.swedishchambers.se www.formin.fi

www.virke.no www.finnpartnership.fi

Newsletter Editor: Filippa Frisk, filippa.frisk@chamber.se

Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Finland

Telephone: +358 9 1605 5524
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Calendar

NOVEMBER

Nov 14

Chamber Academy Round Table Discussions
on Women economic empowerment and en-
trepreneurship in Africa — benchmarking with
South Africa and the Cape Region, Stockholm,
Sweden

Nov 21-25

Regional delegation to East Africa organi-
sed by Danida Business Partnerships and
the Trade Council in the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, East Africa.

Nov 23-29

Delegation of Swedish entrepreneurs visiting
AWEA, (Amhara Women Entrepreneurs As-
sociation), Ethiopia.

Nov 28
Workshop on Women economic empower-
ment in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

DECEMBER

Dec 5-9

Delegation to Indonesia in order to explore
the possibilities for partnerships and for
meeting local partners, including local com-
panies, NGOs, academic, research or public
institutions, Danida Business Partnerahips,
Indonesia.

Due to end of main programme between
Norad/Virke by 31 December 2010, the activi-
ties will be at standstill until further notice.

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF DENMARK

INTERNATIONAL

DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION

DANIDA - Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Denmark

Asiatisk Plads 2

DK-1448 COPENHAGEN K
Telephone: +45 3392 0000
E-mail: um@um.dk

www.um.dk



